Essence of Form



Sculpture 3
Slide Show – Artists, Book - Roots of Art

Notes:

Research:

Choose one of the artists from the presentation to focus on.  Find 6 other images created by this artist online or in books from the library.  Tape these images into your notebook and write a couple of sentences describing the works and the forms used.  Be sure to list the artist’s name, title of piece, and medium.

Subject Matter:


Purchase a form that you find interesting.  Containers work well.  Don’t spend more than $5.00.  Thrift or hardware stores are good places to check.  

Process (verbally): Analysis of form.

1. Describe the container using 10 adjectives (incl. color, shape, linear quality, edges, proportions, size, texture).

2. Explain what functions you associate with it.  What is it used for?

Process (physically): Recreate the form in clay.

Choose one or more of these possibilities to explore:

1. Change the proportions dramatically.

2. Divide or cut the shape up and rearrange it.

3. Repeat elements of the shape and recombine them.

4. Make the complete opposite.

5. Enclose the form completely (consider openings).

6. Make a shape that reflects the interior of the container.

7. Simplify your form.  Strip it to its most bare state.

Sketches:

Complete sketches of possible ideas in your notebook.  Combine objects on paper before starting in clay.  This may involve some accurate drawing from the actual object.  Complete a detailed proposal sketch of final project with brief construction notes. 
Procedure:

1. Hand in images and notes from research. _______________

2. Purchase form. _______________

3. Hand in description of form, sketches, and proposal for project. _______________

4. Determine scale.  Start building basic structure.  We will review armature construction, building techniques, and 2 piece molds. 

5. Document your process in your journal. What was accomplished each class period,

technical and aesthetic problems/how they were solved, how your idea is changing and developing.  

Become aware of your own creative process.

Art is not all inspiration; it involves hard work and traveling a circuitous route.  

Art making is a discipline not an intuitive fluke.

6. In progress critique: _______________

7. Student operated firing of kilns.

8. Glazing, painting, staining.

9. Final Critique.  Display and evaluate.

You will be graded on your research, process notes, sketches,

critique participation, & final piece.

Vocabulary:

Form

Plane

Shape (Geometric & Organic)

Balance (Symmetrical, Asymmetrical)

Juxtaposition

Proportion 

Moldmaking

Handbuilding: armature, coil, slab, slip, score, modeling

Aesthetics

Non-objective
Focus: 

The focus of this assignment is to give students further understanding of how an artist creates; how the artist interprets reality, develops an idea, makes plans, and uses aesthetic judgement.  

Objectives:

· Apply basic handbuilding techniques learned in Sculpture I.

· Apply studies from observation and research to create a sculptural form.

· Develop an awareness of basic form and how it has been used in Contemporary sculpture.

· Apply basic understanding of color indicating an understanding of how color enhances form.

