Architecture Vocabulary 
· Arcade-  A row of arches or columns that create a covered walkway. 

· Beam- A horizontal piece of structure supported at both ends. 

· Balcony- A small porch that sticks off a building above ground level. 

· Bay window- A window that projects out from a building ( if it is only on an upper floor, it’s called an ORIEL WINDOW ). 

· Bracket- A piece of wood or stone used to hold up another building part, such as a cornice, balcony, lintel or sill. 

· Cantilever- A piece of building structure  that is only supported on one end. 

· Column- A vertical piece of structure that supports a beam. 

· Cornice- The molding that projects out from the top of  a building. 

· Dome- A rounded roof, with a circular base, shaped like an arch in all directions. 

· Dormer- A window that sticks out from a roof to provide more light and air. 

· Facade- The outside “ face” of the building. 

· Gable- The end of a roof shaped like a triangle. 

· Gazebo- An outdoor, open-air structure used for relaxing. 

· Keystone- The center stone in an arch. 

· Lintel- The piece of structure over a door or window opening, which supports the weight of the wall above it. 

· Ornament- Any decoration on a building that has no structual purpose. 

· Pediment- A small gable over door or window. 

· Quolns- Large stones that wrap around the corner of a building. 

· Roof- The top of a building which protects the inside from the weather. 

· Sill- The piece of the structure under a window or door opening.

· Skylight- A window in the roof. 

· Stoop- A short set of steps up the front door of a building 

· Structure- The parts of the building that supports weight; a building’s skeleton. 

· Window- An opening in a wall that lets in light and air. 
What architects do

Architects are at the forefront of designing the built environment that will surround us in the 21st Century. As professional experts in the field of building design and construction, architects use their unique creative skills to advise individuals, property owners and developers, community groups, local authorities and commercial organisations on the design and construction of new buildings, the reuse of existing buildings and the spaces which surround them in our towns and cities. 
 
The work of architects influences every aspect of our built environment, from the design of energy efficient buildings to the integration of new buildings in sensitive contexts. Because of their ability to design and their extensive knowledge of construction, architects' skills are in demand in all areas of property, construction and design. Architects' expertise is invaluable when we need to conserve old buildings, redevelop parts of our of towns and cities, understand the impact of a development on a local community, manage a construction programme or need advice on the use and maintenance of an existing building. 
 
Architects work closely with other members of the construction industry including engineers, builders, surveyors, local authority planners and building control officers. Much of their time will be spent visiting sites in the UK and abroad, assessing the feasibility of a project, inspecting building work or managing the construction process. They will also spend time researching old records and drawings, and testing new ideas and construction techniques. 
 
Society looks to architects to define new ways of living and working, to develop innovative ways of using existing buildings and creating new ones. We need architects. understanding of the complex process of design and construction to build socially and ecologically sustainable cities and communities. Architects can be extremely influential as well as being admired for their imagination and creative skills.

  
      
